which have been significantly staffed
with alumni from IMSA’s class of ’96,
plus or minus a few years. In that way
I’ve kept close ties and friendships
with people that I met in those years.
You’ve visited IMSA’s campus and
met with students a few times
recently. What impression did you
get from these students and your
interactions?
Working with Summer Wu [Class of ’13
and current AVOS intern], and having
conversations with students like Jason Lin
[Class of ’13 and founder of WikiRoster],
make me forget that these kids are
actually kids. For example, when Summer
came on board with AVOS she was
more or less treated not as a 17-year-old
intern that has never worked for a
startup, but like a software engineer who
had already graduated from a computer
science program. She took on the
responsibilities of a full-time, long-term
employee in such a way that I was
often taken aback. Jason was the same
way when I met with him, and I think
many IMSA students are that way—one
product of the Innovation Lab is that I’m

have the greatest impact on for the
amount I’m donating. Looking back,
IMSA was one of the few things in my
life that really stood out in this way.
What particularly about IMSA will
make it a successful site for the
Innovation Lab?
I think that one of the most important
parts of entrepreneurship is having a
starting point, an important new idea to
bring to the world. Before our work at
PayPal, for example, processing online
payment in that way had never been
done before, but we had the idea, and
we achieved it. I think IMSA kids are
ripe with novel ideas that they would
like to develop, and that the environment
at IMSA will make it an ideal place to
support students’ entrepreneurial ideas.
That’s not to say that every student
with startup ideas will go on to create
a PayPal or YouTube, but they may
have ideas that could become successful
in their own right. I think that the
Innovation Lab can be a place that fosters
these ideas, connecting students with
resources and mentors who can help
develop them.

phase. I know that students will have
these kinds of ideas too, but for
whatever reason they are discouraged
in certain ways from actually following
through with them. The Innovation Lab
is designed to encourage kids to actually
see their ideas through.
Your gift for the Innovation Lab is
a lead donation, with the rest of the
funds coming from the IMSA
community and its partners. How
would you encourage the IMSA
community to support and become
involved in the Innovation Lab?
Most of the alums that I keep in contact
with say that IMSA was a positively
transformative experience which led
them to successful careers, guiding
them in their fields the same way it
helped me. For this reason, I think
that alumni and community members
that identify with the drive and passion
of current IMSA students will recognize the Innovation Lab’s potential to
create a spark for those interested in
the field of entrepreneurship and will
see this as a great philanthropic
opportunity.

“I think IMSA kids are ripe with novel ideas that
they would like to develop, and that the
environment at IMSA will make it an ideal place
to support students’ entrepreneurial ideas.”

hoping we can get even more students
to think and act with that kind of confidence and responsibility.
What was the impetus for the
Innovation Lab project and donation?
It took a little bit of time for me to fully
realize how IMSA affected me; I had
to let the dust settle on my education a
bit. After the acquisition of YouTube by
Google, I knew I wanted to do something to give back, and so I had to think
about what organization has had the
greatest impact on me, which I could

How will the Innovation Lab
support students who are
interested in starting a tech company
while at IMSA?
It’s essential that any young entrepreneur
has the kind of experience where their
ideas are thoroughly supported. I’m almost
certain if Chad [Hurley] and I had the
idea of uploading videos to the internet
around 1990 or 2000, before we had
our experience seeing PayPal grow
from an idea to a successful business,
YouTube never would have happened. It
would have just stayed in the idea

I know that if I was a student now
I would be heavily involved with the
Innovation Lab. Like me, I think that
five or ten years down the road
students who benefit from it will step
back and realize how helpful it was
for them, how much it added to their
IMSA experience, and they will want
to give back to this unique institution,
as well.
Bonus content available online at
sites.imsa.edu/imsa360
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